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and I put on his eap and proceeded into the coekpit. Yever have I
started the engines so fast as them eEnd spokem se quietly imnte the
microphome. In mo time I tock off and headed for Paris.

The aircraft was equipped with long range tanks, The flight
te Paris - Lyon = Nice = Rome was uneventful, On the way from Rome
te Brindisk one of the engines started to cut and I changed heading for
Bari., In Bari I had to clean the carburettor jets and petrel pump
sumps from the dirt ©of the extra tanks, We stayed over night., Wext -
day in the morning In the hotel leobby I was intrcduced to & plain clothes
policeman. My mind started to pamic when this fellow explained somethim
to the porter=translater. 1 eventually was told the Tollowing: Last
night two Englishmen being drunk threw out a coschman from his vehtcle
and drove away with the coach and horse being chased a policeman,
Finally, they left the coach, climbed a fire ladder a Jusped through
in open window into the flat of a widow with three ehildrem. The po=
liceman climbed after them btut he lost them whem they rum out of the
flat and down the stalrcase apd out into the street., I was so relieved
by this story that I willingly peid the 6000 '1lire damages for the coach-
man &nd for the broken street lamp and broken windows, I alse undertock
te take 'the two Englishmen away from the town, That day we flew only
to Athens and there I cleaned again the whole petrol limes Tor the
next day's flight over water, The flight plapned from Athems was re=
glstered via Nicosia to Beirut. After a flight of hours we londed
at Mieceosla. This was the statien I feared most as it was British and
every one knew me there very well, Despite the warm weather I changed
baek into the coat and Homburg. Halford went with Towel to the econtrel
station as pllet and owner and 1 remained seated outside close to the
alreraft while refuelling was in progress, The Health Department man,
a Greek, who knew me very well and who took my passport, was astonished
that 1 neither greeted him nor smiled at him, In my passport was a
£5 rote and he turned round teo give 1t back to me, but I deliberatal
kept back to him, He understeocd what I wanted and kept the £5 note,
The half hour walting in the sun 1n my zcat and hat was t¢ me ages,
Fimally, my two fellows arrived accompanied by a policeman, He, too,
was a Ureek, who also knéw me very well but apparently warned by histrind
from fhe Health Department handed me the passport back without a sign
of recognition; then he sent away the Shell people and ttick up a posis
tion by the chckes. The clearance was given by & sBrgeant to Squadron
Leader John Halford without any trouble, this time not to Beirut-btmt -~
to Haifa. I tock off and two hours later I lapded at Tel Aviv and phoned
Haifa to clear me with Wicoslia., I had a difficult tfme to assure my
twe English fellows that the many boys with temmy guns at the airport
were not dangerous to them as they were rot Irgun boys.” Two days Yhter
they departed by ship from Tel Aviv-harbour, Mr..Kaplam was pleased as
his request for fast action had been met,

Two Aerova One Gemi

Michaely, in the meentime, was getting demand for plantis in Tel Aviv
which in onr eountry were fantastic, The Press Assoclation wvanted teo
purchase an aireraft, the Palestine Fotash Company wanted am airersft
to be able to lamd at Kallia, Jerusalem; them another alreraft for Sdom.
Gush Etzion wanted an iirurn}t to be able teo bring supplies to thelir
atrip at Etzion. Money was not an objeet but money was not supplied.
The money was quasi available in London, but London money was no good
for export purechases, I was called by ﬁim Gurion to Headguarters in the
Hed House at Hsyarkom Street. The Saken gave me a very short inter-
view, "Can you bripng some aireraft quickly? I answered that I will
tryto have them here in‘a month's time but that they -will cost more
thapn their real value, "8o brimg them ag fast as possible." And =m0
with promises that money will-be there, I left on 12th May in a Pan
African Dakota from Tel Aviv via Hbifl, a night's stop at Wiceziaj; on
to Home with 8 terrific delay, a night's stop at Gemeva for London.
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To Gepeva the Daketa was full of all sort® of our petile who never said
where to and Hh{ they travelled, I was in the company of B.C. Meiree
viteh ard Dr. Vidra both bound for Marseille but what for i1s their stery.
Frem Geweva I was the only passenger to Lomdon, Landing at Creydaon, I
underwent a thorough check by customs and migration officers. story
was simple, I came here te Seek a job as a pllet because my company had
ceased to operate in Palestine, My papers were checked, and I m=man all
papers; but my little notebenck with addresses, names; telephene rnumbers,
el=arances for momney, reeommendations, ete., I kept im my pecket. After
ap hour's eress E!!liﬂﬂtiﬂﬂ by the migreation officer & all my papers vere
en his desk in one heap = he asked me to follow him and when I tried te
colleet my papers first, he said I had better leave them where they wvere,
I had a hunch and quickly slipped my rotebook amongst the heap of my
papers on the tablej and hew right I"was because I was subjected in the
next reom to & personal searsh. When 1 returned, the heap ef papers,
lieences, log becks and my little notebook in between were unteuched,

I was free and after eollecting my papers and my luggage went by car with
the Daketa erew inte tewn. On the way 1 phoned Towel and got my hotel
reservation.

following my prineiple not te have any deals with money, 1 made -
arrangements with Silverstone to accept the money for—the nirﬁrnft and
to pay fer them through an acceunt in his bank made in the name of the
Aviron Company.

I met Mr. Rutenmb¥rg at his request; however; my hepes toc get money
from him were in vain 25 he want®d te give me enly good advide to be -
pareful ampd iwformed that Seotlapd Yerd shadows every Elestimlat recently
arrived, He was right. I fired my suitease in & speclal way and every
evesifg I found out that it had been opened, 1 spent &bout 10s. every
morningte drive around by several taxis and undergroumd with lsst mimute
jumps inte buses te get rid ofamy feollewers whom 1 suspeeted,

After several meetimgs with Mr. S+ollir, the Fotash Company re-

resentative in Lendonl and their Presidemt Lord = .
gtrallr,*I got from them memey advised te my bank for ome Rapide and for
one Gesini. My several trips te Mr. Shragul for the Etziem alreraft were
in~vainj onmte he had not returned from Townj once he wam asleep and -
firnally when I succeeded te get him up, he sald he had no money and no
knowledge of sueh mermey and he gave me to understand that I sheuld net
see him even in his house, I deliberatsly did not want to go near~the
Sechnut offiee at Russel Street being sure that thisplace was— being
watched, On 2 call from Mr. Estorik I camete the bank ond found there
a bearded fellew who wanted te kmow "hew much" I wadted., I twld him that
the purchase was not definite but it would be within £5,000 ineluding
transfer to Palestine, He started to bargain and to sheut smd finally,
he asked for am hour's time. After an hour he came with the money &nd
he got a wvisible sheck when I told him to give it to the bank, en he
received a receipt for it from Esterik, he almest kissed me and begged to
buy it and ge at once te Etzionm. I never understeod for whom he teek

me,

-] started then to logcate the aireraft, i#isneet them, make some
changes, repairs, buy spare parts, ete. When I came te Berl Lecker on
a Saturday afternotm (I came already as an Israeli], I teld them that
I will be off in another week,

“ When paying out feor my purchases, I found myself with much mere
monay than { needed vhich gave me the idea that reducing spare parts,
ete, 1 could mapage teo ‘apnther Rapide and so I had in the end two
Rapides, ene Aerovan &nd #ve Gemini. Yow I needed pilets, I kept myself
for one aireraft; Johm Halferd fer the second, Jack for the third and
interviewed three others~for the feurth. I decided enJack Harvey, an

ex miimkxfiwdwxy path [inder, e .
The news of Tighting in Israel was coming in mainly from the Arab
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communiques., The victoriets capture of CGaza by the Egyptlans and
Ramallah by the A.ab Leglam as well a® a communigue that the Iragis
are 8 m from Tel Aviv were very bad rews for my little erowd of Royim,
but I 41d not let 1t affect me and I was looked uponm by them s an "
example of a coldeblooded Jew whe did met fear for his wife and children
left im a village 12 km east of Tel Aviv. I' was not goed te tell them
that Kfar One 12 km east of Tel Aviv 1= safe and that the Arabs at
b ¥m east of Tel Aviv in Salameh 1s just normal.
~  One morning @ note in the press revealed that a eertaln man called
unele was buying up aireraft amd transferring them te Israel. At this
time I had twe Rapides ready at Croydem. Within two hours I got them
away to Paris., I was still havimg lumch ®t Croydom alter thelir depar=
ture whes peliee elosed their previeous hamgar and started te inspect
papers and status of the remaining aireraft, The same night I became
aware that my room was beiWg watehed even during my sleep. I hastened
the delivery of the Aerovan and Expadited it with one of the pllets~te
Paris. Locker urged me not to endanger myself and not te fly eut any

of the sireraft myself, Finally, I decided to leave Towsl and Harvey

to take delivery of the Geminil leaving myself as a passemger by BEA,
Te make sure, 1 enmgaged amother pilet, Calmer, but he got fMghtened

in Paris and returned, After I had already passed the passpert eonmtrol,
the Contreller came over and chatted with me abeut Israel, From his
remarks and questions It became clear te me that he knew a lot about me,
With real ple&asure ]l bearded the aireraft and have mever been se pleased
with the Fremeh comtrol at Le Bourget. I went immediately te Tourssus-
le-Noble Airpert te see whether the Aerovan had arrived in erder. All
three airsraft were alright only the spare parts fer the Aervvan had
heem takem inm custefly by the eustems as they had not been manifested.
This proved to me ome@e more that yvem can only rely on yourself. Wext
day I phom®d Tewel and he told me that Scotlamd Yard had emguired about
the herovam sale. Yow I forgot to say that this time th® purchas®s had
been made under a fietitious tempany which was engaged in air transpert
of ‘lebsters from Tumis te France. obsters can remaln alive in wet
sanvases provided they are not flown higher than 2,000%, 411 this study
(nade once in Cersies with a fidherman) I hid to put inte the company's
naperss St the lebster air transpert company was o,k,, especially as
the Aerovanm aireraft was already i» France, The uuniniEpilntuﬂ by
Harvey; was scheduled for mext day and it arrived with Towel and his
wife om board,

From the setion of the custems of fiver at Toussuse=le=Noble it was
apparent that they suspected me of taking the aireraft te Israel and if
they were suspecting me, pecple at other airperts weuld do likewlse,

The suspleien was based on that they kvew me as a pibt ef & Jewish air=-
araft which was continususly frequemtisig their airperts, Being on good
terms with the Chief Controller at Lyom and the pilets there, 1 eould
use Lyom. I eould-alse use Ajaeele Alirport being a grod friemd eof the”
airport masmager and the owner of the biggest hotel, To use HAeme Was no
goeod because one~side was occupied by the Amerleans and sut of boutds for
aivil sireraft and the other side operzted by the British,. Bari ‘and
Erindisi had military persornel. Athens was a plee where they knew me
well but Ihad me friends there. Araxes was cccupied by the Greek aire
foree and mo good for me; the same alse applied to Rhedes. At Nicodia
Airport they not only knew me very well but tHey knew now Halferd amd
Towal alse, ~So I eould fly 'from Pari® to Lyvm and Ajaccie.” Then I must
sicip Italy and risk a landing at ﬂthlﬁl} then skip Rhodes and Wieesla
and-go straight to Tel Aviv, For this I had te have greater range, that
meant additienal tamks,

I waat te Fisher, our Ambassader in Paris, and asked him fer help
and mom@y, Momey he could net give me but he gave me an intredustion te
the French Déuxi®me Bureau, There I%got Tixed with a rendezevous“with
Mr, Max Hvmens, at that time the Fremeh Director of Civil Aviation.

/e
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At this meeting 1 Hsked for Hssistanmee by giving m@ a™workshop where™
I eculd-make the tnstallatioms without making it ¥nown whuat I am doling.
At our mext meeting he présented me to a“Frenechman, Cammandant Charles,
who was the diresetor of am airlime eomp¥ny. Com. &hﬂrlﬂl agréed-to make
the imstallations acecording to my design and I got a draftsman in his
office and after a day's work we came out with"a good sclution but it
should sost half a million frames. I went then te Mr., Litvak—of the”
Palestine Burena (whom I krew from dealings whem im the Avirom Company)
and he agreed to give me the money if Persitz agreed. This Persitz
was, at that moment, with Fisher. 8o back to Fisher vhere 1 found him,
He recognized ne nna reminded me thitt he twed me momey for two 'passengers
I took from Gemeva, Having a eommom groumnd, he decided to Iocan me the
half million franes (actually he dedueted it from his account with the
Avirom Company) and so with a suitcase of frames I went buck to Com.
Charles. The job started immediately and I had to fly one alreraft by
one from Toussus to Bourget to the airline's base,

A1l this activity had one effect., I got'a phone eall 1% my hotel
from a Yehuda who watited to see me and he sent a2 car to bring me to his
of fice, ~Before I wemt I asked Fisher about Yehuda and he told me that
he was one of the two boys of the Aliyah B Ofrfice, There twe fellows
from Ramat Rachel wanted desparately to krow what I sm doing. The same
night I got a phone eall from Gemeva and I recognized lmmediately the
vbiee of Chal Issachar.” He asked me to have faith in the Yehuda outfit
in the office at Lide msnd to cooperat® with them. I told him that at
the presemt I“d1d not need any help amy more and I was afraid to tell
them more tham mecessary as it might harm my misstiom. WNext day I saw
Yehuda again and told him of my phone eonversdtivm with“Chai, He already
kmew abomt~ it from Chal and was more ontspokem snd did mot press me fure
ther for informatiom. He asked if I“could help Rahel Eergman from the
Pale®tine Buream which had a Camadisn Tark Expert she wanted to ¥hip
urgently to Israel, ~This fellow I needed Hadly as”in the Aerovin the
wew tank imstallatiom required an extra man to open the eBicks and Towel
had to fly im Halford's plame as Helford was hopeless In mavigationi
And so after a delay of Hix duys im Paris we wemt with the four plames
to Ajacelo cheeking the new imstallations im flight, In Ajaccio the
hotel owmer told me that the Brittsh Consul-asked about all the fullows
who same with my aireraft, I then decidedl not to ge with the planes
and next day despatched the alreraft as om 8 charter to Australis,
Harvey flew on® Rapide, Halford the other~ome following Harvey 1in a
tight formatiom with Towsl and his wife om hnnrit S8inclair in the Aert=
van with the Camadiam Tawk Expert amd Botiner in the Geminl, The Gemini
with Bommer went as a private aireraft onm a“flight tt Turkey {Bommer had
a Turkish Visa). The flight Ajacelo = Athens was -omstop. In Athens
a stay overnight anmd rext day a rornstop flight to Beirut with alternate
to Haifa, Haifa Airport had net yet been evacuated by the British,” Of
eourse, Haifa was aimed at a~d wot Beirut, The flight passed unevent-
fully awd reached Haifa according to schedule, The password at Haifa
was my mame and upom their lamding despite a military parade being held
at the Airport by the British, the sireraft were met by Katz and Michaely
and whisked away the mext day to Tel Aviy, &fter two sleeples® nights
epevt on the telephone I returmed to Paris and flew to Haifa in an Alr
France Dakota. The mext day I came tv Tel 'Aviv Adrport and saw my air-
eraft being stripped off the extra tamks and placed into the Sherut
Avir,

The fight for the aireraft started Between Bherut Avir and Nuvomelsky
(Etzivn had fallem in the meantime to the Arab Legion) whom I went te
see in hospital, WNeither Aviron's nor Novomelsky offer to fly the alr-
sraft for them could be secepted by Me as I had received recelved the
same day & eall to the Saken and T knew more or less what would fellow,
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| ieserred to them as numbers. The airoraft were striped of radioc and

armament but armament fittings and controls remained though not on all
if the aireraft. The group captaln showed me his stock of engines and
spare parts and assured me that the Beaufighters could be re-conditioned
by him easily, We left the base and staying at Towel's home we were
discussing till early in the morning the possibilities of getting the
armament. G5t111 before sunrise we went to the Aerc Club's airfield
and without any interference I tock off and landed back at Toussus-le-
Noble, At Toussus I had arranged once and for all that if I am not
reporting they should consider my f1ight a local one and this flight
to Fngland passed unnoticed, Chal ceme over to Paris and 1 have had
with him a conference on this matter snd it was decided toc buy only
six, aventuslly seven, aireraft which, in my opinion, were in good
Eﬂﬂait!nn /provided they sould be repaired within two or three weeks,

I called %ﬁvul and the group captalin to Farls and we agreed that we
would buy seven aireraft and pay for esch alreraft £1,500 including the
spst of reconditioning., 1 had to make a deposlt to cover the sxpanses
of the reconditicning in case I would be unable to fly away the alr=
era ft, The work started hmuudiutalg and i1 became obvious that I had
bean right, The zpare parts available wvere not avan sufficient for
the seven aireraft and the group captain had to cannibalize the remain-
ing five to be able to carry ont the repair on the seven., In the
meantine, I started to trust more and more Jack Harvey who in many
reapeacts helped me without being 2sked or pald for and especially with
the Mpsquitos which I handled in the meantime, but 1 will treat this
subject in the next paragraph,

During cne of the viaits of Towel and Hallord in Paris, Helford
mide a hit with a pretty Wew Zealand girl who was cr wanted towrk
in the film industry, end frem then on she wes running tAto me from
time to time asking about Halford's coming to Parls, And cnce she
told me that she will nurhqﬁn et an engagement in & film which wms
going to be made about the New Zeland war effort. This gave me an
idea how to take the sireraft out of England, I needed a man who
might be wanted by the British police later. I could not use Towel,
Halford or Harvey who were too valuable for me and I made my proposal
to Farnfield who had been pestering me since = to become producer of
a short film story showing the Wew Zealand pllots in motion. He
accepted and we made a nice plan. The Wew Zesland girl was promied
the maln part and she gave us all necessary information and connections
with the film world in England, However, Farnfleld could not corganize
it properly and I had to mk Towel to join us keeping himself in the
shadow and unsing Farnfield as the real boss, During my nerxt nightly
visit to England (abo:t this more in the next paragraph) we sgreed on
the final partss This film enmpany locked for pllets to handle the
planes, The pilots were chosen with Beaufighter experience by Harvey
and they knew the real story behind it and agreed to the job,

Out of the & Beaufighters (thes 7th had to be abandoned very scon
as 1t had spar cnrrnninnf, 5 ware ready and the 6th had to be in the
vorkshep for another week, Due to the Halifax affair (sendl ng 508
slnae to the Israelw shores) the press was full of storles and I was
afraid that Scotland Yard will discover very soon the whole truth be=
fore the airgraft could leave England and with Chal's agreement decided
therefore, to fly out the 5 aireraft at once, Towel returned the money
for the 6th aircraft as 1t was obvious to us that the five aireraft
"flvy put™ would close our possibilities to contimue our work in E'E:zll.'lﬂ.
in future,

The film shooting wes in progress and the group captain got
a permit to fly them to an airport in Scotland for further scenes
(similar to those in Wew Zealand) and during this flight the sireraft
should have been flown over to Ajscelo, Howaver, the day before, one
of the pilots the only son of a retired general went into a spin when
testing one of the aircraft and lé%%g&? mself, ©Of sourse, the sireraft
was a total loss, I was informed about this two hours later and the
same night I finished quickly all arrangements on the route and put
Towel before a diffienlt ta ‘He had to eollect the pilots and to
Jump the sequence of the film shots and te start on the second the
shots concerning the squadron take-off (scramble)., The whole next day
1 spent on the phone following all the difficultiess In the last 9

1
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inte the hands of El Sam. They put me on a Skvmaster and at midnight
I went non-stop to Zebar, an airport near Prague. For two days I stayed
in Prague without a visa in a communist eity. I left by Cs, airlines,
At the passport contrcl 1 almost landed in jail instead of the plane,
but by sheer luck 1 got away. From Paris I went to Ajacclo, collected
ay Geminil and returned to Paris. An Air Ministry letter from Lendon
awalted me asking explanations why I had discbeyed orders in Wice and
flown to Ajaceio without clearapce, I answered thet it was a misundere
standing due to my bad French and this was secepted, Interesting, the
Air Ministry knew about me but Seotland Yard notj or did not thqr*

Mosguitog

1 have to turn back teo the moment when we ordered the Beaufighters,
Whilst waiting for them I asked Harvey and Towel to hunt for Mosguitos
which I knew were not sold to private people, I read sbout Alr Vice
Marshal Eennet becoming the Director of the BSAA and sent Harvey as an
ex=path finder to persuade his ex-boass to sell his Mosguite which 1
hoped he did not need any mors, I offered the price of £4,500, I ﬁnt
it. Harvey took off in it for AjJaccilo. I got his phone call from Nice,
He told me that because of excessive fuel consumption he had to land
there and that the aunthorities impounded the aireraft and that he wvas
under house arrest in the hotel, The same evening 1 started to rumn
in Paris from one te the other to get it cleared, I landed again at
Max Hyman's off{ice who told me to burm the aireraft and he would help
me to get the pilot cut of the eountry., We started to shout at each
other and finished by his giving me a personal envoy (he refused to
phone or to write a word) to aceompany me to the Wice Airport Manager,
Within two hours of"Srrival there, we sew from a window of a taxi how
Hhrv-{ jumped into the cockpit of the Mosi, started the engines and
how the Airport Manager himself removed the chocks. This run-avay, howeve
nnli took him as far as Ajaceio, In Ajaccio I wes told thet the police
would come with the British Consul to look for a Mysquito with British
registration. We had two hours' notice and in this time we painted new
registration marks on the aireraft and made the necessary changes in the
airport papers and then Harvey took i1t 1inteo the air for as long as the
petrol would last, While he was up there, the two police officers and
the Consul arrived, made a tour of the airport, found no Mosquito and
no such a registration in any papers, During the whole night we worked
on tightening the compressor housings of the englines whish vere causing
the excessive fuel consumption and next day early in the lnrning, Harvey
took off in the aireraft for Tel Aviv. Ten minutes before the Israel
epast was in sight, the fuel gauges of the aireraft indicated zero.
Harvey turned to Haifa and decided to make a straight-in approach to
this small airfield, While his undercarriage was down and he was in
his final approach antie-aircraft fire was directed at him by our troops
on the Carmel. When he landed and stopped taxylng becsuse one engine
had stopped due to fuel ntirivnttﬁnl the ex-gcontrol officer of Ha fI&
Reichman, jumped on the aircraft pointing a pistol at Harvey., Wext day
Harvey took the aireraft over to Ramat David,

Annther Mpsquito was located by Calmar, It was in perfect order
and had just received a C.0f A, The purchase was made and Calmar flew
it to Ajacclo. The next day he took off for Tel Aviv but at the take-off
ene engine cut and the aircraft swung and after the undercarriage collaps
ed, 1t disintegrated. Inspecting the debris we found that the starboard
tanks were empty of petrol and that the fuel pipes were cut, Whose job
1+ was I never found ocutes This M_squite was purchmed from a "gentle
erook", a fellow named White who had money but no one knew how he got
it. But about him later, -

e



T T TSR T T -

A Jewish family ‘n Paris consisting of twe brothers and two
eousing decided to give us an smbulance aireraft but they wanted
to be sure thet not a franc was wasted on other thingas., HRahel
directed them to me, After a fight with the Palestine Office for the
meney I got it eventually and I purchased 2 Words equipped &s ambulance
planes; stocked them with spare parts and dispatched them with two
French pilots to Israel, Ome of them was a good friend of mine and
as he left his wife in my care 1 was sure that he would not misbehave,
The aireraft were registered in the name of the Isradi Consul in Paris
and were in Tel Mv after a four day flight, These were the only
legally purchased aireraft wvhieh flew with correct clearances,

Halifex

The Mosgquito delivered to Tel Aviv was without guns or even
gun eradles, The Eeaufighters were also witheut guns although with
gun cradles and pneumatie contrel system.

Halford had a friend in the depot, a flight officer vho needed
moneys He was paid £150 by Halford an& promised to get drumk together
with his guards wvhenever we were ready, Again I flew over to England,
landed on a Saturday evening at the club's airfield near Trwel's house
and we went out in two cars and one lorry, Towel, Halford, Harvey and

I, te the depot, The sixty 20 mm guns 2nd a lot of ammunition were
afruldr put aside and the dunken officer helped us load it on the lorry
and into the cars. Towel happened to be in an evening sult and s=ocon
he was smeared with grease, I and Halford remained clean as we were
dealing with the woodeh boxes of ammunition., Ve started home. A
1ittle aceident between Halford's car (in front) and an oncoming car
eould have ended for us verv badly had the fellow in the other car

not been too eager to leave us without showing himself and his woman
passenger. He accepted £6.- for his dented fender and not we but he
ran avay. This material was stored in Towel's house on the top in

the attie. Wext day I met White, the gentle crock, He was willing

to load all this uni?rinl and four spare engines for the Beaufighters
on his 1ittle smuggling boat and bring it to Haifa for £2,500, After

a few days Towel phoned me that White was in Marseille and he himself
would come with an aireraft and a few fellows to PFaris. 1 met them at
Le Bourget., There were Towel, Harvey, & radio operator and six young
fellows with nothing on but pyjamas and pistols as luggage. Harvey was
111 and I had to take over the aireraft and the next day to fly them
to Margseille, In Marseille White met us with two cars and we went to
town, The Towele“hite outfit wanted to get rid of the captain and the
radio operator of the beat and to take the boat to England and load

my equipment. I contacted our fellows in town and within an hour had
information on the boate The facts were that the captain of the boat
was in jail =nd the boat confiscated as it had :muiilad ziEgaxrekiex
American clgarettes "made in Italy" inte France, teld Tcwel about

it and after washing White's head with dirty words we called the business

off. Wext day we flew back to Paris but not without a mishap. The
tanks of the aireraft were filled under the supervision of the wireless
of ficer, However, past Lyon, when I wanted to transfer fuel from the
auxiliary tanks to the main, no fuel came out, DIue to a thunderstorm
in Lyon and strong headwinds I had to land at Chalon Airport, The
weather olosed in and anyway, I could not get petrol until the next
day, Working as an interpreter for the.hotel porter I found out that
the 6 fellows with pistols were ex= Eritish constables in Palestine,
recently evacuated from Haifa,

Back in Paris I talked with Harvey ond learnt that he had been
fying Halifaxes during the Wer, The group captain, who was supplying
me with Beaufighters, had a Halifax working for him as a charter air-

eraft, ¥
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Again at a conference with the business-like group captain
we agreed to hire his Halifax with a orewv consisting of Harvey as
Captain, the group eaptain's wireless officer and another man of
mine, for taking the guns, cradles and ammunition to Isrsel., The
thiré man of the crew was an ex-officer of the. H.A.F,, an armament
expert who was to inftal the armament in the Mgsquite and the Beau-
fighters, I had to give the group captain a deprsit for the aireraft
in caze Israel would not release the aireraft back to him, Chal
decided to pay and so four days later the aircraft tockeoff loaddd with
all this equipment for a flight via Ajaccio to Israsel. In the evening
1 got the departure message of the Halifax from AjJaceleo., it midnight
1l got a phone call from tge group captaln saying that he had Just re-
celved Information from the Ministry of Civil Aviation that his alr-
araft had sent out S0S messsges close to the Israel coast, 1 sent
immediately a message to Isreel and got an answer the next day stating
"airsraft, goods and crew arrived®. Only two days later when Harvey
returned did I hear the story., Due to diffieculties of transferring
fuel the aireraft holding time was reduced. He came over Akrom but
despite calls on all of our frequencies the sirfield did not answer or
l1ight up., He them, He then started to fly with lights om but this
was also to no avall, One engine stopped for lack of fuel. The wire-
less officer without a word to Harvey started to send 85085 on all free
quencies avallable, Harvey turned towards Tel Aviv in the hope that
the Headquarters there would do something hearing him overheadi but
in vain, The second engine stopped and so he decided to land at Tel
Aviv airport (tooc small for a Halifax but the only one famillar to
him) with the moomlight as the only guide, As the whole carge was
loaded in a belly cance &and he wanted to save 1t, he decided against
& belly landing and landed with the undercarriage down, BEefore the
end of the runway (too short for a normal landing) he swung the air-
oraft into the sapnd. The aircraft needed much repair te be flowa
again snd so Chal decided it should remain there as a war monument and
we shall bear the cost of the entire aireraft, Harvey got from Chal
a golden wateh with 2 chonometer instead of an order of merit, Of
gourse, the British press was full with the Halifax story differently

inter PT‘t"-"ﬂ.n
Ibree Hapldes

Whan I had returned from Isrsel to Parls after the delivery of

the Beaufighters Chsi together with Ginsburg flew over to me from Geneva.
He wanted me in Erussels for a deal in tanks, In Brussels I met my
ex-pupil Federmam who was opersting for us there. There I realized for
the first time that Chal was seriously 11l mentally as he did not remember
many things discussed between us, I went with all of them to Ceneva
whers wa had a conference with Teddy Kollek and Schwimmer also particl-

ting,. I told them about the possibility of huiing 10 Spitfires and
E‘thifnxul sti1l without conversiome Although I was pessimistie, it
was decided to go ahead with the purchase and I was crdered to doso,
The mcney, it was decided, would not be paid out any more in Fngland
but in Gemeva, I had from them om to get the fellows to Ceneva for
payment,

After a visit to Fngland to look at the Spitfires which I found
without elevators, I deddimed the offer. From Israel prezsure wes brought
on me about the ﬁalih:n and the deal was m de againm via Towel, I was
unhapoy abokt as all the Beaufighter pilots were called to court and I
suspected that the Towel outfit would blow up, On orders from Gﬁﬁl'l;
however, I flew Towel to Geneva and he got money im Bwiss frapcs for the
Halifaxes, In the meantime, am order for.a Rapide came im end this after
an inspection in Paris wes sent over to Israel like the previous ones,

An additional order for a further two Rapides was deslt with in a similar

waY¥e

wife pcame over in the meantimei Chal was replaced in Geneva
by Gad (Kosloveky).
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The Court in England fined amy Beaufighter pilots £300 each and
Twel paid for them.

One night the porter rang me up and told me thst two fellows
(Fnglish) wanted to see me, I want down and found Towel completely
drunk with another fellow whom he presented to me as Mr, Cook, a
journalist, I send them to & hotel and told Towel to come over next
day, A few moments later Towel was back in my hotel, this time alone,
and told me that this fellow Cook knows everything and he wants a story
for his paper otherwise he will tell Scotland Yard about Towel, 1 phoned
Oscar, asking for our intelligence fellows, I was promised they would
appear at my hotel in the morning, two hours before my rendez-vous with
Towel and Cock, ¥o one came and i had to face the journalist by myself,
He had more or less the story of the Beaufighters right and my denials
vere in vain, Wext day he published everything in the Daily Expreas
with a photegraph of some fellow stating that this is I, Oscar pree
sented me with an order to go immediately to Israel, This I did the same
day. In Israel I found out that Oscar had not recelved such orders, At
the meeting with the Saken I had to ®ll him the whole story again, A few
woeks later, upon my insistence, Chal invited Towel to Tel Aviv., Towel
came over and &t a meeting in Cafe Noga at which the Alr Force Legal
Adviser, Moyal, presided, Towel offered to give the money back which he
had received for the H.nliftx-.l,, However, the Air Force decided that the
deal should stand and he should try to btring them in.

Gad called ax¥X me and Chai to the Air Force Headquarters and
accused me of giving the story to the press, Chai admitted that he told
Towel that in case of trounble he should put everything on me. It was
agreed that the revelation of the story in the press was due to the
Halifax incident, The Air Force sald they knew nothing about the
aireraft's arrival, However, on the spot during the meeting 1 found
in the file of the Paris messages my two messages concerning the arrival
of the Halifax and their twe messages to me Ehiug time and frequencles.
This led to a reecnciliation between me and Gad and till today we are
gond friends, However, I am afraid the discovery of the messages im the
files of the Air Force made me very unpopular with some of thelr high

nfficer Be

Towel, finally, was caught by the Income Tax and the Customs
people, He lost his fortune and went to Ireland.

White, the gentle crook, went to jail and wrote letters from
there, one to me snd one to Zevl Dinstein, asking for help.

Harvey ran away from England and came over to Israel, For & months
he was 1iving with me until I finelly succeeded in getting him a job with
our Air Force. He was killed in a flight accident in France after a
brilliant service with our Air Force for two yesars,

Chal died scon after as a result of a tumor operatiom,

I myself had to Join the civil service a month after my retura
from Paris,.

The Gemini sircraft was =old by Zevi Dinstein in Paris back to
England with & nice profit, as Novomeisky's aircraft had been repalred

in the meantime,
In all, I transferred 18 aireraft to Israel.
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